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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
Our Palm Sunday reading of the Passion Narrative from the Gospel of Mark ends with the 
words: “Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of [James and] Joses saw where the body was 
laid.”. Our Easter Vigil reading of the Resurrection Narrative from the same Gospel begins: 
“When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James [and Jose], and 
Salome [also known as Mary, wife of Clopas] bought spices, so that they might go and anoint 
him.”. [My additions for clarity.] 
 
Perhaps the Church is inviting us to reflect on these women – sometimes referred to as the 
‘Three Marys’ – who accompanied Jesus during his Passion, who 
were present at the moment of his Death, and who were the first 
witnesses to the Resurrection. 
 
What we don’t know about these women far outweighs what we do 
know. Mary Magdalene is known to be one of the supporters of the 
ministry of Jesus (Lk 8: 2-3) and was freed from demons by Jesus. 
 
Mary, the mother of James and Joses, was the wife of Alphaeus. 
She was the mother of the Apostle James, son of Alphaeus. 
 
Salome is also known as Mary the wife of Clopas. According to 
tradition, Clopas was the brother of St. Joseph, the husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary, making 
her the Aunt of Jesus. 
 
From one perspective, the presence of the three women changed nothing: their presence did not 
stop the arrest of Jesus, nor stop the false charges from being laid against him, nor stop the unjust 
condemnation to death. Their presence did not avert his crucifixion and death. 
 
But from another perspective, perhaps the perspective that matters most, their presence made all 
the difference for Jesus. It must have been a great consolation for Jesus to see loving and caring 
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faces amongst so many faces surrounding him filled with hatred. It must have reassured Jesus to 
know that there were among his closest disciples some who would not abandon him. It must 
have been a great support for Jesus to be accompanied by these women who were willing to 
share in his pain and suffering. It must have made all the difference to be able to look down from 
the cross and see such deep love and support as he breathed his last breath. It must have been 
invaluable to Jesus to know that his self-sacrifice would be remembered and forever be known as 
the greatest act of love. 
 

And it must have been overwhelmingly joyful that 
Jesus could share the first moments of his 
Resurrection with these three women. How truly 
right and just it is that these women, who 
accompanied Jesus through every step of his 
suffering, passion and death, should now be first to 
experience the wonderful news that Jesus has Risen 
– to be the first to see the empty tomb and hear the 
angel announce that he has been raised. And how 
unsurprising it is that the first reaction of the ‘Three 
Marys’ is to share this joyful news with the other 
disciples. 

 
These three great women have a lot the teach us about discipleship. Jesus valued the discipleship 
of women and by his words and actions taught his disciples to recognize the value of women in 
discipleships. (Directory for Catechesis #127) These women from Scripture teach us lessons that 
each of us will spend a lifetime learning and discovering how to put into practice.  
 
But perhaps the greatest lesson they have taught us is: Discipleship and accompaniment are 
inseparable. 
 
Alleluia, Alleluia. He is Risen. He is Risen indeed. 
 
Happy Easter. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

 
Most Reverend R. Anthony Daniels 
Bishop of Grand Falls 
 


