
 
 
 
 
 
 

Provincial Department of Health Covid Alert Levels 
To be Followed by Parishes within the 

Diocese of Grand Falls 
 

ALERT LEVEL FIVE: 
 

 Wakes and visitations are prohibited. 

 Funeral services, burials, weddings and religious and cultural ceremonies are limited to no more 
than five people, including the officiant.  

 All parish gatherings are prohibited; this includes meetings, bingos, fund-raising, suppers, 
catechetical activity, etc. 

 No in-person Masses are to be celebrated. Dispensation for missing Mass is granted. 

 Parish buildings are closed to the public. 

 If Mass is being celebrated in the closed church, a single Proclaimer of the Word is advisable.  
The Proclaimer and the Celebrant must use separate microphones for the Mass.  If a cantor is 
present, that person must wear a mask while singing or be enclosed behind a plexi-glass barrier 
and use their own microphone.  Live music with a single musician is permitted (ex. pianist or 
organist); this may be in addition to the cantor, while not exceeding gathering limits. 

 
 

ALERT LEVEL FOUR: 
 

 Visitations and wakes are prohibited. 

 Funeral services, burials, weddings, and religious and cultural ceremonies are limited to no more 
than Ten people, as long as physical distancing can be maintained. 

 Parish gatherings may not yet resume. 

 Churches are not to reopen for regular Masses. Dispensation from the obligation to attend 
Sunday mass is continued. 

 Parish buildings are closed to the public except for essential purposes. 

 If Mass is being celebrated in the closed church, a single Proclaimer of the Word is advisable.  
The Proclaimer and the Celebrant must use separate microphones for the Mass.  If a cantor is 
present, that person must wear a mask while singing or be enclosed behind a plexi-glass barrier 
and use their own microphone.  Live music with a single musician is permitted (ex. pianist or 
organist); this may be in addition to the cantor, while not exceeding gathering limits. 
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ALERT LEVEL THREE: 

 
 Wakes are prohibited. 

 A decision has not been made as to numbers of people allowed to gather in one place. Parishes 
are advised that numbers permitted in 2020 do not apply to 2021. When this decision has been 
made by the Provincial Department of Health, it will be conveyed to parishes. 

 Masses may possibly resume allowing for Department of Health regulations.  

 Strict sanitizing procedures must be in place in all diocesan buildings. 

 The celebration of the Sacrament of Baptism may continue. Each individual Parish will have 
made provisions with parents and godparents for a period of preparation preceding the 
Sacrament. 

 If churches re-open for in-person Masses at this level, cantors and musicians will be permitted at 
Mass.  Cantors must wear a mask while moving about the church.  While singing the cantor 
must wear a mask or be enclosed behind a plexi-glass barrier.  Cantors and other musicians are 
encouraged to make musical selections that, while supporting the liturgy, will not entice the 
congregation to sing.  To that end, the sung responses to the Mass are also to be omitted, this 
includes a sung psalm response. 
 

 

ALERT LEVEL TWO: 
 

 Wakes remain prohibited. 

 A decision has not been made as to numbers of people allowed to gather in one place. 
When this decision has been made by the Provincial Department of Health, it will be 
conveyed to parishes. 

 Depending on Department of Health protocols, Masses may resume allowing for 
bubbles and physical distancing. Strict sanitizing procedures must be in place in all 
diocesan buildings. 

 Parish buildings used for social gatherings may resume activity. 

 Catechetical activity and other parish activities may resume, allowing for social 
distancing and other protocols. 

 If churches re-open for in-person Masses at this level, cantors and musicians will be 
permitted at Mass.  Cantors must wear a mask while moving about the church.  While 
singing the cantor must wear a mask or be enclosed behind a plexi-glass barrier.  
Cantors and other musicians are encouraged to make musical selections that, while 
supporting the liturgy, will not entice the congregation to sing.  To that end, the sung 
responses to the Mass are also to be omitted (including psalm).  If small groups (5 or 
less, including instrumentalists) are to serve as music minister, all must wear a mask and 
maintain 6ft social distance between members.  Church choirs are still not permitted at 
this level. 

 
 



ALERT LEVEL ONE: 
 

 This will be considered the ‘New Normal’. 

 
 

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS: 

 
 If an area or a community is under special consideration by the Provincial Department of 

Health, the sanctions and rules of the Department of Health will apply. THIS IS ESPECIALLY 
IMPORTANT IF THERE IS TO BE A LOCAL LOCKDOWN! 

 The business of the parish can continue, where possible, by making adjustments to the 
situation we are in. Examples would include secretaries working from home, zoom calls for 
meetings, etc. … In person gatherings should now be considered the exception rather than the 
norm.        

 Holy water fonts in churches should be empty. 

 All common use materials should be removed from the pews (ex. hymnals) 

 Masks remain mandatory, as per government regulations for all levels. 

 Hand sanitizer should be available, and use encouraged. 

 Parishes that have the capability of live streaming masses, according to protocols, are 
encouraged to continue.  

 Time of live-streamed or recorded Masses and devotions (Stations of the Cross, Exposition, 
Rosary, …) should be sent to the Chancery Office to be sent to all parishes. 

 Pastors are reminded that accepting visiting groups from parishes or areas under a different 
Alert Level than their own for the celebration of events such as baptisms, funerals and other 
ceremonies is not permitted without the express permission of the Bishop. 
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